%) Property Market Outlook for 2026

~~ Modest Price Growth Expected

Economists and major bank forecasts currently suggest that house prices across New
Zealand are likely to rise modestly in 2026, rather than boom:

Westpac forecasts around 5.4 % growth in 2026, driven by lower interest rates
and improving demand as the economy recovers. Mortgage Professional

America+1

ANZ and other forecasters expect around 5 % overall price increase next year
following softer performance in 2025. anz.co.nz

Some poll data suggests 5 % growth in 2026, slower than the rapid rises seenin

prior years. Reuters

Overall, the trend indicates modest upward movement, not dramatic rises, if forecasts

hold. anz.co.nz

s} Interest Rates & Demand

The Reserve Bank (RBNZ) is likely to keep the official cash rate low through
2026, which supports borrowing affordability (especially important for buyers).

Reuters

However mortgage rates have eased already, and banks may hold rates steady
rather than cut further, keeping financing costs predictable. Reuters

Lower rates generally support stable or slightly rising house prices, but lots of listings
and cautious buyer sentiment mean growth may be slow. The Spinoff

© Regional / Levin-Specific Outlook

&S Current Trend in Levin

Recent local suburb reports showed Levin’s median price around $520k and slightly
declining over the past year — essentially stable rather than rapidly rising.

p.hprez.com

This suggests that Levin’s market is calmer than big city markets, which often lag

behind national trends.
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© What This Means for Levin in 2026

+ Slower, steady growth more likely than spikes — if national prices rise 5 %,
Levin could be similar or a bit below that, depending on local demand.

+ Stable demand and lower interest rates could help firm confidence in the
market without creating a dramatic jump in prices.

+ Inventory may remain elevated, which can keep price pressure moderate. The

Spinoff

e Levin’s relative affordability may continue to attract first-home buyers and
investors compared with larger metros.

Market Risks & Variables

i. Risks That Could Slow Growth

e Weak economic conditions or higher unemployment can dent demand and
soften prices. Mortgage Professional America

¢ Inventory levels remain high in many regions, which restrains rapid price
increase. The Spinoff

~~ Possible Upside Drivers

o Stable or lower interest rates can improve borrowing conditions and support

demand. Reuters

e Population growth / migration improvements could boost housing demand
later in 2026. Mortgage Professional America

@ Takeaway for a 2026 Buyer in Levin

Your $500k-$600k budget is well-aligned with typical prices and likely to remain
relevant into 2026 if modest growth continues.

Levin’s relative affordability could give you more house for your money compared
to bigger cities, even if prices rise a bit.

Market conditions suggest stability rather than a fast overheated surge — a good

environment for thoughtful buyers.
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& Strategic Buying Tips for 2026

1. Get pre-approval early — with interest rates likely stable/low, locking in finance
helps in negotiations.

2. Letthe market settle — early-2026 may still feel quiet; late-2026 could see
more steady price movement.

3. Look at near-retirement or rental yield opportunities — areas like Levin with
solid rents offer long-term value.

4. Monitor listings regularly — supply influences local pricing strongly in smaller
markets.

Happy House Hunting
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